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Aflatoxin Detection by Ultraviolet Light

The use of ultraviolet light as a screening test for detection of aflatoxin
in moldy corn and other grains has been successful and should be con-
tinued.

Phosphatase Test

Although limited in application, this test is useful in criteria for certain
milk and milk products to detect underpasteurization. Its use in the dairy
industry should be continued and expanded.

CONSIDERATIONS OF SAMPLING ASSOCIATED WITH A
CRITERION (CHAPTER 6)

1.  The sampling procedure and decision criteria are essential parts of
a microbiological criterion and should be based on sound statistical con-
cepts.

2.  The concept of relating the stringency of a sampling plan to the
degree of hazard of the food is a meaningful way of making such a
selection.

3.  Where attributes sampling plans are applicable, the ICMSF 2- and
3-class plans are recommended for microbiological criteria for foods.

4.  Further studies are recommended to evaluate the applicability of
variables sampling plans to microbiological criteria for foods.

CONSIDERATION OF DECISION (ACTION) TO BE TAKEN WHEN A
CRITERION (LIMIT) IS EXCEEDED (CHAPTER 7)

Assuming that microbiological criteria have been established in accor-
dance with the principles set forth in Chapter 2, it is recommended that
individuals responsible for the decision-making process take cognizance
of the following:

1.  When the limit of a criterion (whether it be a standard, a guideline,
or a specification) is exceeded, it should trigger action on the part of the
responsible authority. The nature of the action depends upon the purpose
for which the criterion was established, but if the criterion was established
according to the principles set forth in Chapter 2, then failure to meet the
established limits set by it should signal decisive action.

2.   If analytical results indicate a direct health hazard, it must be decided
if the product should be destroyed or if it can be diverted to some use
that obviates the hazard.